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CCINGA

From: Sylvie Lansdowne <slansdowne@peachtree.org>
Sent: Wednesday, November 20, 2019 2:46 PM
To: Sylvie Lansdowne
Cc: Jarrod Longbons
Subject: Disciples Clergy Reading Group (and a new lectureship)

My friends, 

I have a proposal for you. I'd like to bring us together for mutual encouragement, continuing education, and 
ideas intended to help us as we navigate ministry in an age of increasing anxiety, authenticity (with its 
secularization), and automation. 

So I am suggesting a humble book club that will be directed toward sources that will help us bring some revival 
to our churches. I propose a book a month, and here are the first four calendar dates: 

1/12/20 
2/9/20 
3/15/20 
4/5/20 

I would love for you to come to Peachtree (hopefully having already read the book), at 5pm to worship with 
me at Evensong (I think renewal comes through worship, table fellowship....outward). Then we'll move into 
the library where I will provide dinner and facilitate conversation over the selected book.  

For the 1/12/20 meeting, I'll be reflecting on Andy Root's book Faith Formation in a Secular Age: 

https://www.amazon.com/Faith-Formation-Secular-Age-
Youthfulness/dp/0801098467/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=andy+root&qid=1573055124&sr=8-1 

For the 2/9/20 meeting, I'll be reflecting on Jamie Smith's How Not to be Secular: 

https://www.amazon.com/How-Not-Be-Secular-Reading/dp/0802867618/ref=pd_sbs_14_4/134-1895485-
9377460?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=0802867618&pd_rd_r=886c36dd-c1a5-4fb0-912b-
bee3a94b220d&pd_rd_w=jeVK6&pd_rd_wg=NAI5b&pf_rd_p=52b7592c-2dc9-4ac6-84d4-
4bda6360045e&pf_rd_r=9H5MVNY7SVVYVNNQJ5K5&psc=1&refRID=9H5MVNY7SVVYVNNQJ5K5 

For the 3/15/20 meeting, I'll be reflecting on Mike Mather's Having Nothing, Possessing Everything: 
Abundant Communities in Unexpected Places 



2

https://www.amazon.com/Having-Nothing-Possessing-Everything-
Communities/dp/0802874835/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=mike+mather&qid=1573055492&sr=8-1 

 
For the 4/5/20 meeting, we'll look at Priya Parker's amazing book The Art of Gathering: How WE 
Meet and Why It matters 
 
https://www.amazon.com/Art-Gathering-How-Meet-
Matters/dp/1594634920/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=priya+parker&qid=1573056637&sr=8-1  
 
I hope that you'll consider joining me on this adventure. Isn't there somewhere in the Bible that talks about "iron 
sharpening iron?" (if you are in, go ahead and buy the books and RSVP to my assistant, Sylvie Lansdowne
at slansdowne@peachtree.org ) 
 
And I cannot resist, I have a SNEAK PEAK for you all: 
 
Peachtree Christian will be launching an annual "Fred Craddock Preaching Lectures" starting on 9/21/20. We 
will hold them annually! The kick off with be with Rev. Dr. Ted Smith of Candler. He will be discussing
"Preaching in a Secular World."  
There is more to come, and we'll be sharing it with you all first! 
 
Grace and Peace,  
 
Jarrod 
 
Rev. Dr. Jarrod Longbons 
Senior Minister | Peachtree Christian Church 
jlongbons@peachtree.org 
404.876.5535 | peachtree.org 

 

 


